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Beaver tourism in Perthshire

Perthshire Wildlife owner Daniéle Muir
explains how beavers have provided
an incredibly important source of
income through their ecotourism
benefits.

As a lifelong lover of nature and
wildlife, | have worked as a
Countryside Ranger and Wildlife
Guide for over 25 years and now run
Perthshire Wildlife, with the most
popular tours by far being those to
see the wild European Beavers in
Perthshire.

| set up Perthshire Wildlife in 2013 as a
means of  primarily  delivering
conservation projects. | was working
as a Ranger with a local authority at
the time and due to budget cuts, the
job changed considerably and | was
no longer able to do the work that |
loved so much, including wildlife
projects and guided walks.

Welcome to our newsletter!

Hello and welcome to the first Scottish Wild Beaver Group
newsletter of the year, sent out to all our members. Here you
will find the latest news from the group, along with details of
what's happening in the next few months and how you can
help with any campaigns. Let us know what you'd like to hear
about!

A message from our Treasurer, Phil Bland.

| really hope you enjoy our newsletters, a big thanks to
those volunteers who have worked so hard to get it to you.
If you have friends or family who you think would be
interested, please do share it. And why not encourage
them to become members too? The small annual fee
goes a long way in a small charity like ours and having
more members really helps to amplify our voice on behalf
of beavers too. Thank you!

Meet our Trustees

We have a group of very dedicated
Trustees to ensure the group runs
smoothly. Meet Celia and Nicole
today, more info in the next
newsletter....

Celia Holmes. After retiring from a career in Social Care,
Celia is now able to spend a lot more time following her
passion for wildlife conservation. She is a keen birder and
volunteers at a Scottish Wildlife Trust reserve. She also enjoys
participating in bat surveys and amphibian patrols.

Nicole Baxter. Nicole volunteered in the environmental
section for years growing up, deciding to later study Zoology
(Bsc) then Conservation (MSc). Now working as an
Ecologist, her work with SWBG came about as she grew
interested in Rewilding in a nature depleted, unsustainable
Scotland.

Nicole helps SWBG by
overlooking social
media and
engagement, as well
as helping in any
other way she can!




Initially ~ working on o  Swift
Conservation Project in Spring 13, |
started to run guided walks in the
evenings including bat, bluebell,
foraging and beaver walks, with the
beaver walks being especially
popular. People loved seeing such a
large  mammal in the wild and
especially liked their funny antics.
Growing Yyear on year, beavers now
bring in a good portion of the
business income and | also employ 4
members of staff on a part-time
basis to help deliver the tours. We
now have four different beaver
experiences, including Beaver Canoe
Tours on the Tay in Aberfeldy with
canoeing company Beyond
Adventure - these are especially
good fun!

One of the best things about running
the tours is seeing the joy that the
beavers bring to visitors and how
they leave with big smiles! One of our

clients said on TripAdvisor ‘from
meeting our guide, Jenna, to the end,
it was a joy, watching the beaver
mother with her kits, we were in awe.
We  will cherish our beaver
memories!’

Watching beavers from the canoe on
the River Tay involves fun paddling,
wildlife watching and beavers on
land and in water if we are lucky.

We are offering SWBG members a 10%
discount on joining a Riverside Beaver
Tour near Blairgowrie in 2025. Contact
us on events@perthshirewildlife.co.uk
for dates & to make a booking.

What's coming up...

We are all really looking forward to
spring, which feels like it is just around
the corner. The Song Thrushes and
Blackbirds have started their dawn
and dusk choruses which are
wonderful to hear.

What beaver related events are coming up?

Join the Beaver Trust in Edinburgh on March 14th for
their new film ‘Balancing the Scales’ - more details
here: https:/ /www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/balancing-the-
scales-screening-edinburgh-tickets-1080319277039°?
aff=oddtdtcreator

International Beaver Day is on April 7th and is a great
opportunity to celebrate all that beavers do to help us
and wildlife.

Have a look at Dave Maric’s Youtube page for wonderful
beaver videos from Bamff Wildland - see how the beaver
habitat provides a home for so many other animals.

https: / /www.youtube.com/watch?v=ulvHngP3oeo
https:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=j9CD3fhGaoE
https:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nck09hT50a8

Did you know....... beavers have
distinctive orange teeth due to
iron in their enamel which makes
their teeth strong enough to gnaw
through wood.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uLvHnqP3oeo

Living with beavers by Rhona Forester

My name is Rhona Forrester and |
have been watching beavers in and
around the River Earn since 2007.
They turned up in my village on the
Deich Burn in October 2014 and |
couldn't have been happier. | did
however, understand that they might
have caused issues if they chose to
gnaw/coppice a few trees down
near some of the residents gardens
in Haughfield Rd. The houses are all
situated on higher ground around the
burn so there was little issue of the
houses being impacted by rising
water levels from a beaver dam, but
their gardens stretched down to the
banks of the burn.

So | wrote letters to all of the
residents and then  voluntarily
installed wire on some bankings to
prevent the beavers from climbing
up onto the gardens through gaps in
the fence. | also wrapped numerous
trees with the help of the Scottish
Wild Beaver Group - this is a really
good way of preventing beavers from
chewing the trees and is a very
simple solution.

A lot has happened since then! |
have watched the beavers enjoying
their life in Bridge of Earn: watched
the kits interacting and playing with
each other, listened to them
communicating with their parents,
watched them grow into yearlings
and develop their own skills in life. I've
also given talks to numerous local
groups and schools and enjoyed
taking teachers and pupils from
Strathallan  School and Kilgraston
School out on nature walks to show
them all the benefits that Beavers
can bring to wildlife areas.

One of Rhona's beavers.

It's now 10 years on and we still have beavers in my village.
Recently, with help again from the Scottish Wild Beaver Group
and the Beaver Trust, we removed the old chicken wire from
the trees and replaced it with more substantial wire mesh. This
was because the trees had grown in width over the last 10
years, and to avoid damage to the trees, the wire needed to
be extended. The chicken wire we used previously did its job,
but we followed recommendations to use strong wire mesh
which will stand up on its own and provide space for the tree
to grow. Twenty four trees have now been wrapped and this
easy measure will protect the trees for a long time to come.

NatureScot have organised two waterflow devices to be put in
place which allow the dam that the beavers built to remain in
place but prevents the water level behind the dam from rising
too much and impacting the paths or gardens.

At the moment I'm checking them regularly to make sure they
are working well, which they are. 'm now still enjoying watching
the beavers and all the other visitors to the burn area, which
lately has included a heron, otter, red squirrel and some
bullfinches.

Here's to more happy years ahead watching these amazing
eco engineers!

Left - A tree is wrapped in
mesh to prevent beavers
gnawing it.

Below - A flow device or
‘beaver  deceiver  which
prevents the water level
rising too high.

Please contact us
if you can help in
any way - from
writing press
releases to sharing
photos, we would
love to hear from

you.
scottishwildbeaver
@gmail.com

Did you know...... a beaver can hold
its breath for up to fifteen minutes!



How did the Scottish Wild Beaver Group come about?

From 2001, reports surfaced of wild beavers in Tayside. Locals spotted them in various locations but
kept quiet, protective of their presence. Paul Ramsay, intrigued, began canoeing local rivers for signs.
In 2009, he filmed kits in the Dean Water near Meigle, confirming they were breeding in the wild.

At the same time, the Knapdale Trial was finally approved but remained small, remote, and
conditional. Beaver advocates feared official processes would never secure their return to Scotland.
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) largely ignored the Tayside beavers until a 2010 Scotsman article
exposed them. SNH then called for their removal, estimating the population at 7-20, though other
estimates suggested 50-100. In response we launched the "Save the Free Beavers of the Tay"
campaign on Facebook, later adding a Twitter account (@TayBeavers). A Blairgowrie meeting drew
around 20 supporters. Under the EU Habitats Directive, beavers should be protected once established
in the wild, yet conservation NGOs and rural groups dismissed the Tay beavers as illegitimate. We
argued they had returned naturally after extermination by our ancestors, and deserved protection.

Anticipating the need for legal action, we formed the Scottish Wild Beaver Group (SWBG). Our
campaign gained traction when a trapped beaver was sent to Edinburgh Zoo. Local Beaver Scouts
adopted it as "Eric,” later renamed "Erica.” When Erica died from trap-related injuries, public anger
intensified support.

A Freedom of Information request revealed SNH's position. Public support, press coverage, and
political pressure—including letters to MSPs and a meeting with the Chief Executive—helped shift the
government’s stance from “trap and remove" to "tolerate and monitor.” A survey estimated 145
beavers in Tayside, and veterinary checks confirmed they were healthy and of the correct Eurasian
genetics, strengthening their case for protection.

Our campaign continued through social media, press articles, and Parliamentary Questions. In 2016,
Environment Secretary Roseanna Cunningham MSP stated she was "minded to protect’ the Tay
beavers, sparking opposition from NFUS and Tay Salmon Fisheries and other rural groups. Meanwhile,
beavers were still being killed on farms, sometimes during breeding season, leaving kits to starve.
RZSS, required to autopsy carcasses, had to buy an extra freezer to store them.

Despite culling, beaver numbers rose. Legal protection came in May 2019 but allowed farmers on
Prime Agricultural Land to easily obtain culling licenses. The government also restricted translocation,
except to Knapdale, and opposed any further occurrence of “wild beavers.” To reinforce this position
they had two beavers trapped in the Beauly, which subsequently died due to an anaesthetic
miscalculation.

Tom Bowser successfully applied to translocate beavers “within range” to his farm, and became a
strong advocate for the species. In 2020, SWBG collaborated with Extinction Rebellion on the "87
Beavers Art Action,” highlighting culling. Trees for Life, with SWBG input, launched a petition to legalize
translocations, gathering 16,785 signatures—the most in Scottish Parliament history. A Trees for Life
judicial review in 2021 challenging beaver management policies, coinciding with the Bute House
Agreement between the SNP and Greens. Advocacy efforts led to a policy shift in-Nevember 2021,
supporting the expansion of the population throughout Scotland, though consultation requwemenr.sk
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